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Benjamin Pollard Announces Candidacy for United States Senate  
 
 Benjamin Pollard of Portland announced this morning that he is launching a campaign for 
the Democratic Party nomination for the United States Senate.  Mr. Pollard made the 
announcement to fellow members of the Maine Masters Swim Club at 5:30 am before a workout 
at the Greely Pool in Cumberland.   
 “I have felt called to public service since I was five years old,” Mr. Pollard said.  “I have 
always had tremendous respect for Senator Olympia Snowe.  I also believe that our nation is in 
the midst of a major political crisis, and that now is the time for new leadership in the Senate.”  
 Mr. Pollard will focus his campaign on the two themes of national security and economic 
development, which he believes are inextricably linked.   
 “I am deeply disappointed by the failure of the ‘super committee’ to reach a compromise 
on budget deficit reduction solutions, and the automatic cuts to defense spending that are 
scheduled to go into effect as a result of the super committee’s failure to act are unacceptable at 
this point in history,” Mr. Pollard said.   
 Mr. Pollard said that he believes that with aggressive regimes in Iran and China, and 
highly unstable situations in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, and many other nations, that cutting our 
defense spending drastically sends the wrong message to the world about America’s 
determination to be a protector of freedom.   
 If elected to the Senate, Mr. Pollard would work to restore the national defense budget to 
a level which is necessary to accomplish our military objectives and strengthen America’s 
prestige and power.   
 In addition to focusing on national security policy, Mr. Pollard will work to provide 
concrete solutions to enhancing economic development in America.  Having served as the 
president of a construction company for nearly seven years, Mr. Pollard is keenly aware of the 
challenges facing small businesses, and he believes that his experience has given him insights 
into the policy reforms that are necessary to enable America’s economy to grow and prosper 
once again. 

In the coming months Mr. Pollard will be writing policy position papers on education, job 
training, health care reform, environmental policy, poverty alleviation, and all other aspects of 
his platform.  Mr. Pollard, who considers himself a President Theodore Roosevelt Republican as 
well as a Senator Robert F. Kennedy Democrat, believes that his moderate stances and 
conservative positions will enable him to be an instrument for bipartisan cooperation and 
compromise.   

“I realize this is not a traditional way to launch for a campaign for the Senate,”  
Mr. Pollard said, “But as people in Maine will soon discover, there will be many aspects of my 
campaign which will differ greatly from the traditional politics of recent history.”  

Mr. Pollard had an excellent conversation last night with a good friend, Jago Macleod, 
during which he mentioned that he was considering running for the Senate, and Mr. Macleod 



strongly encouraged Mr. Pollard to launch his campaign.  Mr. Pollard, who had been considering 
launching a campaign for two months, made the decision right then to enter the race and told  
Mr. Macleod that he would run.  Mr. Pollard then decided to share the news with his swimming 
friends and announce his campaign launch right away.   

Mr. Macleod had sailed in a campaign for the 1996 Olympic Games with Jeremy 
McIntyre, who was Mr. Pollard’s best friend from college.  Mr. McIntyre passed away in a tragic 
skiing accident in an avalanche in Banff National Park in Alberta, Canada thirteen years ago.   
 Mr. Pollard grew up in Blue Hill and was the salutatorian at George Stevens Academy.  
He received a bachelor’s degree in international relations from Stanford University and a 
master’s degree in environmental management from the Yale School of Forestry and 
Environmental Studies.  In addition to having worked as a builder, Mr. Pollard was a journalist 
for several years and served as the opinions editor of the Stanford Daily and the news editor of 
the Castine Patriot.   
 He was appointed to the Comprehensive Planning Committee in Blue Hill at the age of 
25, and was elected to the Blue Hill Planning Board the following year.  Mr. Pollard also served 
as a member of the Graduate and Professional Student Senate at Yale University.   
 Mr. Pollard is an Episcopalian and an active member of the Cathedral Church of St. Luke 
in Portland, where he sings in the choir.  He has enjoyed sailing all of his life, and started racing 
as a member of the Stanford Sailing Team.  He currently races with the Casco Bay Etchells Fleet 
in Falmouth and is the head coach of the Cheverus High School Sailing Team.   
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